Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TORONT 00917 202338Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DHA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 COME-OO EB-08 LAB-04 SIL-01 /084 W 

202344Z 033936/70 

R 201543Z APR 77 
FM AMCONSUL TORONTO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5328 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMCONSUL QUEBEC 

UNCLAS TORONTO 0917 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGSC PGOV, CA 

SUBJECT: ONTARIO PREMIER AGAINST ECONOMIC UNION WITH INDEPENDENT 
QUEBEC 

LIN THE ONTARIO GENERAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY APRIL 19, ONTARIO 
TORY PEMIER WILLIAM DAVIS TOLD THE HOUSE "WE DO NOT MAINTAIN DOORD 
OPEN TO THE OPTION OF INDEPENDENCE FOR QUEBEC WITH CONTINUED 
ECONOMIC UNION WITH CANADA. THE MINUTE THE DOORS ARE CLOSED BY 
ANY PARTNER TO THE DEBATE IT IS NAIVE.AND I THINK DANGEROUS, TO 
HOPE THAT SOMEHOW THERE WILL BE SOME SOLUTION THEREAFTER WHICH WILL 
MAKE THINGS ALMOST AS GOOD AS THEY WERE BEFORE." 

2. PREMIER DAVIS SAID HE WAS REPLYING TO A STATEMENT BY THE LEADER 
OF THE OPPOSITION NDP STEPHEN LEWIS " SYMPATHIZING" WITH THE QUEBEC 
GOAL OF INDEPENDENCE TIED WITH ECONOMIC UNION TO THE REST OF CANADA. 
LEWIS AND HIS COLLEAGUES WERE QUITE IRATE, LEWIS SAYING THAT 

DAVIS "KNOWS VERY WELL WE OPPOSE THAT (AN ECONOMIC UNION) AND 
WILL OPPOSE IT TO THE END." 

3. COMMENT: WHILE THE CHARGE BY THE PREMIER IS CONSIDERED 
TO BE A PRE-ELECTION GAMBIT TO CONNECT THE NDP TO SOFTNESS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TORONT 00917 202338Z 

WITH SEPARATISM, DAVIS AND HIS GOVERNMENT HAVE USED EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY IN THE PAST WEEK TO ANTAGONIZE AND GOAD THE TWO 
OPPOSITION PARTIES, IN THE APPARENT HOPE THAT SUCH ACTION 
MIGHT INDUCE THE NDP AND THE LIBERALS TO BRING DOWN THE 
CURRENT MINORITY GOVERNMENT. 

DIGGINS 
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